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SUBJECT: EPMG'S RECOGNITION OE MPLA REGIME 

1 . IN A PAINEULLY FRANK PRIVATE 45-MINUTE CONVERSATION WITH 
POL COUNSELOR, MOFA'S AFRICAN-MIDDLE EAST CHIEF, ASSEFA LEGESSE, 
MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

(A) THE EPMG'S SYMPATHY HAS LONG LAIN WITH THE MPLA. 

THIS HAD BEEN MADE CLEAR IN VARIOUS PUBLISHED STATEMENTS 
WELL PRIOR TO THE OAU SUMMIT AND IS IDEOLOGICALLY BASED. 

(B) AS EVENTS UNROLLED JUST PRIOR TO AND DURING 

THE EXTRAORDINARY ANGOLA-OAU SUMMIT AND THE DIEEERENCES DIVI- 
DING AFRICA ON ANGOLA COULD BE BETTER PERCEIVED-PARTICULARLY 
WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT AERICA WAS SPLIT DOWN THE MIDDLE 
AND THAT THE ANTI-MPLA GROUP WAS ROCK HARD-RANKING MOEA OE- 
OEFICIALS WORKED DESPERATELY TO KEEP ETHIOPIA ON THE EENCE. IT 
WAS THEIR ASSESSMENT THAT THE HEAVY PRESSURES BEING EXERCISED 
ON ETHIOPIA BY BOTH CAMPS WOULD EVENTUALLY SUBSIDE; THAT 
ETHIOPIA'S PROPER POSITION, AS SUMMIT HOST AND SEAT OF THE OAU, 

OE NON-ALIGNMENT ON EITHER CAMP WAS RESPECTABLE AND TENABLE; AND, 
EINALLY, THAT THERE WOULD BE WIDE COMPREHENSION BILATERALLY EOR 
PRIVATE ETHIOPIAN EXPLANATIONS, THAT ETHIOPIA'S PROBLEMS 
AND INTERESTS REQUIRED HER TO AVOID TAKING SIDES. 
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(C) THERE WAS TOWARDS THE END OE THE SUMMIT A 
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WIDE CONSENSUS WITHIN MOFA THAT THIS WAS INDEED THE PRO- 
PER LINE EOR ETHIOPIA TO TAKE AND THAT WHATEVER ITS EARLIER 
INENTIONS, THE EPMG SHOULD CONTINUE TO FOREGO RECOGNI- 
TION OF ANY FACTION-BASED ANGOLAN REGIME. THERE WAS ALSO 
A VERY CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OE THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND 
IN ANGOLA: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TRIBAL FACTORS; THE REALITY 
OF MPLA'S CURRENT AND PREDICTABLY FUTURE DEPENDENCE ON THE 
SOVIETS AND THE CUBANS TO MAINTAIN DOMINANCE PARTICULARLY 
IN THE BAKONGO AND OVIMBUNDU AREAS OE THE COUNTRY: AND OF THE 
RISKS OF PRO MPLA ALIGNMENT POSED ETHIOPIA IN CONNECTION WITH ITS 
ERITREA, TFAI, SOMALI, ETC. PROBLEMS IN ITS RELATIONS WITH ZAIRE 
AND LIKE-MINDED STATES. 

(D) HOWEVER, MOEA WAS OVERRULED. THE EOREIGN 
MINISTER KIFLE WODAJO WAS DIRECTED TO DO WHAT HAS NOW BEEN 
DONE. MAJOR SISAY HABTE (THE DIRG'S POLITICAL AND FORE- 
IGN RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN) WAS SIGNIEICANTLY AB- 
SENT WHILE THESE EVENTS UNEOLDED. 

2. THIS IS NOT THE ONLY SUCH INSTANCE, ASSEFA LEGESSE 
POINTED OUT. HE SAID THAT MOFA HAD CAREFULLY STUDIED THE 
SPANISH SAHARAN PROBLEM. IT HAD CAREFULLY CALCULATED 
ETHIOPIA'S INTERESTS AND HAD ADOPTED A CLEAR-CUT PRO- 
MOROCCAN POSITION. THERE WERE TOO MANY PARALLELS IN 
MOEA'S VIEW IN THE ALGERIAN/POLISARIO RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE FOREIGN SUPPORTERS OF THE ERITREAN INSURGENTS-NOT 
TO SPEAK OE THE EXTERNAL INTERESTS BACKING THE AEAR IN- 
SURGENTS IN ETHIOPIA. TO MOFA'S SURPRISE AND DISMAY, HOW- 
EVER, THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ETHIOPIAN MEDIA HAVE RE- 
PEATEDLY CARRIED ARTICLES STRONGLY SUPPORTING THE ALGERIAN/ 
POLISARIO POSITION AGAINST MOROCCO. AF FIRST, MOFA APOLO- 
GIZED TO THE MOROCCANS WHEN THESE ARTICLES APPEARED. IT 
HAS NOW STOPPED DOING SO BECAUSE IT HAS BECOME CRYSTAL- 
CLEAR THAT THERE ARE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE DIRG WHICH HAVE 
DECIDED THAT ETHIOPIA SHOULD SUPPORT ALGERIA OVER SPANISH 
SAHARA. 

3. IN ETHIOPIA'S RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA, SIMILAR 
FORCES APPEAR TO BE IN PLAY, ASSEFA LEGESSE AGREED. HE 
WENT SO EAR AS TO CHARACTERIZE SUCH ACTIONS AS THE RE- 
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GRETTABLE RESULTS OE DECISIONS MADE BY IDEOLOGICALLY MO- 
TIVATED NAIVE AND INEXPERIENCED MEN, DECISIONS WHICH CON- 
TRAVENE ETHIOPIA'S NATIONAL INTERESTS. 

HUMMEL 
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